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This is one of a series of overview papers that are being prepared to inform discussion
on the preparation of the plan. These overview papers outline the main issues that
have been identified through work on the background papers They will be amended
and expanded as the discussion and work develops and any comments on omissions
or corrections will be gratefully received.

Background papers are being prepared on the 8 community areas that make up
Neath Port Talbot and on specific themes such as housing. They will be available
from the LDP website www.npt.gov.uk/ldp

How to contact the LDP team

1. Via the website; www.npt.gov.uk/ldp
2. Via e-mail; ldp@npt.gov.uk
3. by telephone; 01639 686821
4. by letter;

LDP team,
Planning Services,
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council
The Quays,
Brunel Way,
Baglan Energy Park,
Neath,
SA11 2GG

This document may be made available on request in Welsh or in larger type font or
other formats: please contact us.

This paper will cover the themes identified below and summarises the key trends
and issues identified in the spatial background paper for Pontardawe:

Population and social profile
Economy and employment
Access to facilities
Minerals, renewable energy and waste facilities

Unless otherwise stated the information is derived from the 2001 Census, either
collected directly from this source, or taken from the Neighbourhood profiles produced
in 2008 by NPTCBC.

This document outlines the main findings of the spatial area background paper. The
ward area of Pontardawe encompasses the communities of Pontardawe, Trebanos,
Alltwen and Rhos.
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2.1 Population

In 2001 the population in the Pontardawe area was 11,242 residents.

Between 2001 and 2005 there was an increase in the population of Pontardawe and
Alltwen and a decline in the population of Rhos and Trebanos.

Pontardawe, Alltwen and Trebanos have a younger population with above average
numbers aged under 16 and between 16 and 19. Despite this there is a lower than
average number of residents aged between 20 and 29 which may suggest that young
people move away from the area after finishing school. On the other hand there are
higher numbers of people aged 30-59 in all wards and most noticeably in Rhos. This
is reinforced by the average age in Rhos being above the Neath and Port Talbot
average and the highest in the Pontardawe area.

2.2 Ethnicity

The Ethnic make up of the wards in the Pontardawe Area illustrates that like much
of Neath Port Talbot as a whole, Black and multi-ethnic groups are very much in the
minority.

2.3 Welsh Language

There are a high percentage of Welsh speakers residing in the spatial area with
Trebanos containing the highest (42.37%).

The 2001 Census outlines the Welsh language skills of the spatial areas residents
and states the number of residents who can speak, read or write in the Welsh
language. The average in Trebanos is 46.1%, followed by Pontardawe (40%), Alltwen
(39.5%) and Rhos (33.5%).

Due to the high number of Welsh speakers located within the spatial area any
application for a significant development within the area would need, in accordance
with the Unitary Development Plan, to be accompanied by aWelsh Language Impact
Assessment. This is stipulated in the Welsh Language SPG to ensure a large
development does not have an adverse effect on the language.

2.4 Health

The spatial area of Pontardawe has some of the best health figures in the County
Borough. Alltwen in particular has a higher than Neath Port Talbot average of residents
regarding their health as good amounting to 65.3% which is also on par with the
Welsh average.

Limited long term illness figures are also below the County Borough average with
the exception of Pontardawe. Alltwen again has the lowest proportion of residents
suffering from a limited long term illness.

| 3

Key data Pontardawe



2.5 Housing

New housing development within the Pontardawe Area has largely focused on
northern Pontardawe itself with a large development nearing completion. Demand
for housing in Pontardawe has increased in recent years by people who will commute
to work from the area.

In Rhos and Alltwen 88.6% and 79.4% of households are owner occupied. Conversely
in Pontardawe and Trebanos there are lower numbers of owner occupiers and an
above average number of properties rented from the Council. There is also a below
average percentage of lone parent households with dependent children residing in
Rhos.

The figures suggest that there has been a significant amount of housing development
within the area during the 12 year period. An influx of large housing sites was seen
between 1996 and 2000 amounting to 94 houses on large sites. The period between
2006 and 2008 also saw 38 houses being developed on large sites. There has also
been a consistent number of smaller sites built during the 12 year period.

2.6 Economy and Employment

Employment within the area largely focuses on shops, offices, schools and services
meeting the areas daily needs.

Employment levels are above average in the Pontardawe Area, however, Pontardawe
has slightly more than average unemployed, Rhos has a high percentage of retired
people (nearly 17% of households) and Trebanos has slightly more people who are
permanently sick or disabled.

Unemployment rates in Pontardawe have decreased over time resulting in lower
rates in June 2008 than in June 2004. With the exception of Alltwen the rates
fluctuated over the 5 year period and only in Pontardawe did the rates remain above
average for Neath Port Talbot and for Wales. On the whole unemployment rates are
below both the County Borough and Welsh average.

There are a higher percentage of the population in Pontardawe, Alltwen and Rhos,
who are employed in professional occupations, as managers and senior officials, in
administrative and secretarial positions (including Trebanos) and in associate
professional and technical roles. At the same time there is a low number of residents
compared to the Neath Port Talbot and Welsh average that are employed within
process plant and machine operators along with elementary occupations.

In the spatial area as a whole a high proportion of the population are employed in
the manufacturing industry. Despite this the figures are below average for Neath Port
Talbot while Alltwen and Pontardawe have a lower percentage than the Welsh
average. A high proportion of the population also work within Health and social work
industry particularly in Alltwen and Pontardawe.

2.7 Communities First Areas

There are no Communities First Areas in Pontardawe.
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2.8 Index of Multiple deprivation

Pontardawe 2 has an overall scoring that is in the top 25% most deprived wards in
Wales and Pontardawe 1,3 and Trebanos rank in the top 25-50%. According to the
index Pontardawe 1,3 and Trebanos fair poorly in terms of income, Pontardawe 1,2
and Trebanos in terms of health and Pontardawe 2 and 3 in terms of employment.

Conversely Alltwen and Rhos are in the top 25-50% of the least deprived wards in
Wales. However, access to facilities is poor in Rhos 1 which is ranked fourth worst
and Rhos 2 which is ranked eleventh worst for the County Borough as a whole.
Similarly Pontardawe 1 also has poor access to facilities and is ranked third lowest
for Neath Port Talbot.
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3.1 Facilities and services

3.1.1 Retail and banking facilities

Pontardawe is growing as an important retail centre serving the Valley. The Tesco
superstore provides a major outlet while the town centre houses a wide range of
retail facilities and services, in both the town centre and in a new close-to-town
development. Shops include a co-operative supermarket, bakery, butchers, cafes
and take-aways and more specialist stores for example a florist. Specialist services
are also available in Pontardawe including a hairdressers and solicitors. There are
two high street banks and a number of ATMs. Major new retail units have been
developed at Parc Ynysderw and there is planning permission for a further retail
development nearby.

Although Pontardawe predominantly helps to meet peoples’ day to day needs it
increasingly provides an important focus for the surrounding communities, both within
the wider Pontardawe Area and the Swansea Valley, helping to reduce the need to
travel and create congestion and pollution.

Alltwen, Rhos and Trebanos are all located close to Pontardawe and have limited
local retail facilities. In 2008 there were seven retail units in Trebanos including a
convenience store, a post office and hairdressers. There is a small supermarket and
hairdressers in Alltwen and a convenience store and Post Office in Rhos. Gellinudd,
located near to Rhos, is served by a mini-market and pet food shop located at the
filling station. Banking facilities are provided at the Post Offices in Rhos and Trebanos
and there are ATMs associated with the retail units in all communities.

Aside from the facilities in Pontardawe, Trebanos is also served by Clydach over the
boundary in Swansea which contains a range of facilities and services.

3.1.2 Education

There are six primary schools, one of which is Welsh speaking, and a comprehensive
school in Pontardawe. In addition, the communities of Rhos, Alltwen and Trebanos
all have a local primary school. The County Borough’sWelsh language comprehensive
school is located in Ystalyfera. There is a library in Pontardawe and a mobile library
serves all the communities on a fortnightly basis.

Coleg Pontardawe offers a range of adult education courses from IT classes, to
foreign languages and business courses. The centre serves the wider communities
in the Pontardawe area and the Swansea Valley and is an integral part of adult
education provision within Neath Port Talbot.

3.1.3 Health facilities

Health provision within Neath Port Talbot is moving from individual GP, dental and
other provision to combined Primary Health Care facilities. Currently the main health
facilities are located in Pontardawe and include two medical centres, an optician, a
private dental surgery and two pharmacies. Within the locality there are also three
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specialist centres (for physiotherapy and complementary therapies), a day centre
for the elderly and disabled and a care home. Pontardawe and Alltwen contain nursing
and old people’s homes.

With the exception of a hospital for the assessment and rehabilitation of the elderly
in Gellinudd there are no healthcare facilities in Trebanos, Rhos or Alltwen and
residents will rely on services in Pontardawe or Clydach to meet their needs.

3.1.4 Leisure facilities

Sports and leisure facilities serving Pontardawe are located at the Pontardawe Leisure
centre, located in Parc Ynysderw, which offers a range of exercise classes, indoor
bowls, squash, a synthetic pitch and outdoor playing fields. Other leisure provision
includes a 25 metre swimming pool and a golf course.

Pontardawe Arts Centre is also important for recreation and hosts a theatre, dance
studio, cinema, snooker hall, meeting rooms and art gallery with a full programme
of events. Pontardawe also has several community halls, centres, public houses and
social clubs for use by residents. A cinema is also located within Upper Brynamman
in Carmarthenshire.

Trebanos, Rhos and Alltwen also house their own pubs and community centres and
rugby clubs. As with the retail and banking facilities residents within these communities
will have to travel to Pontardawe or Clydach to access a wider range of leisure
facilities.

3.1.5 Open countryside and sports facilities

The area is well served by Open Space with the Cwm Du Glen, Swansea Canal and
Pontardawe-Ystalyfera cycleway together with Forestry Commision Land and “Open
Land” (designated by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act). Overall, there is a
good network of public footpaths linking these areas of open space with the built up
areas.

In Rhos and Alltwen there is limited accessible countryside, although the footpath
network provides a selection of walking routes.

Themain sports facilities are located in Pontardawe with limited provision in Trebanos,
Alltwen and Rhos. As a result of this, in relation to the standards set in the UDP,
there appears to be a surplus of sports facilities in Pontardawe and a deficit in
provision in Rhos, Alltwen and Trebanos. Similarly in relation to the population there
is a deficit in informal recreation and children’s play areas.

Assessment of individual ward areas can suggest that there is sufficient or inadequate
provision compared with the standards in the UDP, however, when considering these
results it is necessary to take into account that some areas may be served by facilities
in nearby wards. Preparation of the LDP provides an opportunity to consider whether
the provision serving communities is sufficient or can still be improved.
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3.2 Highways and Access to a private car

Car ownership levels are above the County Borough average in the Pontardawe
Area with a high number of households having access to 2 cars or vans. This is
evident within Rhos where 32.8% of the population own 2 or more cars compared
to the NPT average of 19.1. In addition the proportion of the population who do not
own a car or van in Rhos is well below the average for the County Borough.

Pontardawe is located approximately 5km away from Neath and there is a good
highway network serving the area. The areasmain highway system is however largely
limited to two-way roads that are experiencing increasing congestion at peak times.

3.3 Travel to work

As a result of people increasingly commuting or travelling further to reach jobs,
shopping, leisure and entertainment the lack of access to a car and dependency on
the availability of public transport can become more of an issue and in some cases
lead to social isolation.

Predictably as car ownership levels are high, above average numbers travel to work
by car. In the spatial area as a whole below average numbers walk/cycle to work
and, with the exception of Pontardawe, there is below average usage of public
transport.

Across all wards the numbers who travel between 5-10km and 10-20km to work is
above average for the County Borough and there are above average levels of
home-working. 18% of the population in Alltwen and Pontardawe travel less than
2km to work.

Less than 50% of the population of Pontardawe work within the County Borough with
a high proportion of residents working in neighbouring Swansea.

3.4 Public transport

Public transport provision focuses on Pontardawe town centre with two services an
hour to Neath and three services an hour to Swansea. There are also frequent bus
services from Rhos, Gellinudd and Alltwen to Neath and from Trebanos to Swansea.
Residents in Trebanos are only served by one bus an hour to Neath and those in
Alltwen, Rhos and Gellinudd by an hourly service to Swansea. Trebanos is also well
linked to neighbouring Clydach. There are also services to Gwaun-Cae-Gurwen,
Brynamman and Ammanford.

Public transport provision is more limited on a Sunday with an hourly service from
Pontardawe, Rhos, Alltwen and Gellinudd to Neath and an hourly service from
Trebanos and Pontardawe. There are however no direct services fromRhos, Alltwen
or Gellinudd to Swansea or to Neath from Trebanos; residents must change to a
connecting service at Pontardawe.

No direct services to Port Talbot operate from the Pontardawe area.
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4.1 Mineral and aggregate resources

With regard to energy minerals, Llety’r Crudd is the only opencast site located within
the area (although Cwm yr Onen opencast is located just across the local authority
boundary in Carmarthenshire). Coaling however, ceased some time ago and the site
has now been restored and is in the 5 th and final year of aftercare.

One other coal site exists – the Gleision Deep Mine.

With regard to non-energy minerals, one of the Authority’s major aggregate hard
rock quarries – Cwm Nant Lleici – is located to the north-east of Pontardawe. The
quarry makes an important contribution to regional and national aggregates production
and in particular to the supply of material with a high ‘Polished Stone Value’ (PSV)
which is particularly important for road surfacing.

The availability of rock within the UK with such properties is localised and strictly
limited and as such these materials will need to be given special consideration within
the LDP.

One further mineral site – Cefn Gwrhyd Quarry – specialises in aggregate dimension
stone extraction. The site is located on the hillside north of Cwm Nant Lleici.

4.2 Renewable Energy

Although the area’s hills have the potential to accommodate wind farms, the Authority’s
Interim Planning Guidance does not identify any potential sites within the area.

4.3 Waste

One of the Authority’s main waste management facilities – Pwllfawatkin Landfill – is
located adjacent to the A474 between the settlements of Pontardawe and Cwmgors.
Whilst the site is referred to as a landfill operation it is strictly speaking a ‘land-raising’
operation since waste is being placed above the original ground levels on the valley
floor.

Even with the Materials Recovery & Energy Centre (MREC) at Crymlyn Burrows,
landfill remains an important disposal option for the management of the municipal,
commercial and non-hazardous industrial waste streams. Whilst the vast majority of
waste received at the facility arises from within Neath Port Talbot, tonnages of waste
arrive from further afield – as such the site is considered to be regional facility. The
site is only permitted to receive non-hazardous waste.

Adjacent to the Landfill facility is one of the Authority’s three Household Waste
Recycling Centres (or Civic Amenity sites).
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5.1 Air quality and noise pollution

Air quality and noise have not been identified as problems.

5.2 SSSIs and Conservation Areas

There are six designated sites of scientific interest in Pontardawe: Hafod Wennol
Grasslands, GwrhydMeadows, Coed CwmDuCilmaengwyn, Cefn Gwrhyd, Frondeg
(Rhyd y Fro) and Cilybebyll.

5.3 Built Heritage

Cilybebyll is a designated Conservation Area and the memorial drinking fountain and
railings are listed buildings. The area also includes a number of ancient monuments.

The following buildings are also listed:

Pontardawe: the old tollhouse, upper Clydach Aqueduct and overflow on Swansea
Canal; Pont ar Dawe; Nant Du Aqueduct on Swansea Canal; Ynysmeudwy Uchaf
Overbridge; Saron Old Chapel; Tabernacle Congregational Chapel including forecourt
gates, wall and attached vestries; Alltycham House; Church of Saint Ciwg including
gates, gatepiers, churchyard, grave labs and railings to William Parsons; circular
pigsty at Pen-yr-esgym; former national schools; former Ynysderw tin-plate works;
Ynysmeudwy Ganol and Isaf overbridges and the war memorial.

Rhos: Cefn Celfi; outbuilding at The Mill and Waun Coed colliery magazine.

Trebanos: Trebannws multi-overflow and outlet sluice from the Swansea Canal
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